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minutes, perhaps, after thanking me. I thought no more about him. I was not even surprised that I didn't hear anything about a street accident. For one thing, I keep very much to myself. For another, these motor-cars have made us so indifferent, so used to being constantly in danger, . . . But you can imagine now, Superintendent, the association of ideas that came into my mind yesterday morning, when I read the paper."
The Superintendent hesitated a moment. Then he smiled, and asked :
" You think------"
" Oh, I don't say for a moment that there is necessarily any connection. There is so little, indeed, that when I read the news of the crime for the first time yesterday morning, or, to be more exact, yesterday at noon, I thought about all sorts of things, in particular the lack of security in a neighbourhood which seemed to me so quiet, and whether it would not be a wise precaution, for a man living by himself like me, to get a good watch-dog ; but never for a moment about my visitor last Tuesday. It was only in the evening, when I took up the paper again, that the idea came into my head. I repeat that I very nearly came to see you at once. I thought better of it, partly out of distaste for doing such a thing, and partly, too, to give myself time to think about it. Well, it has been racking my brain all night; and I thought it better to come and tell you about it, even at the risk of wasting your rime."
" Not at all. You are quite right. At first sight, I don't think there is any connection between the murder of that old witch and the visit of this man of yours. In the first place, the date does not seem to coincide. Nor the time either.** (" Nor the time either," thought Quinette. " Good. The concierge hasn't said anything yet; or they didn't take any notice if she has.") <c The crime is not likely to have been committed in broad daylight. But people who think they have any clues, however doubtful, are quite right in such, cases to communicate them to us. It is for us to follow them, up. That reminds me, the inspector who is in charge of the